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that, nostrils dilating as they sniff the air, exactly like blood-
hounds following a scent. M. Ratzel, who has had more
experience with the natives than any other resident of the
colony, believes that they rely on their sense of smell as
much as any other instinct- when seeking out their enemies.
Noel, who wras reputed to eat his victims, kept police and
soldiers at bay, sallying out from his mountain haunts only
when short of food. The end came one day, when after
obtaining food from an Arab living on the coast, the latter
shot him in the back as he turned to go away. Noel, with
the almost unbelievable strength of the Melanesians, despite
several bullets in his back, turned on his assailant and would
have killed him, if another Arab hadn't intervened and
sliced Noel's head off with his long kitchen knife, duly
collecting 2,000 francs which had been offered for this grisly
trophy.
Whether it is as a result of the natives' frequent revolts or
not, the visitor to New Caledonia is impressed by the position
of the natives to-day. While not much effort has been made
to improve their standard of living, in the way of giving
them modern comforts, the most important thing is that
their right to live without outside interference is recognized.
In their inland vaileys and along the coastal belts they
have their land and well defined rights which may not be
trespassed. Their standard of living is at least as high as
when the white man came, and even if this is no better than
it should be, it is at least an improvement on the state of
affairs existing in most places where the native tribes have
been subjected to white man's rule.
With some notable exceptions, they don't seem unduly
pestered by missionaries, and the rigid prohibitions on the
sale of liquor to them is to the credit of the French officials.
Exploitation of the Melanesians is a thing of the past, and
except for a few engaged in road work—and coffee-picking
in season—the natives stick to their own reserves, growing
their taro and ignames, and rearing a few pigs.
One doesn't have to be very long in the colony to realize
that the natives have greatly decreased in numbers. Border-
Jfating:   The daughter of the first white colonist.

